REMARKS 

Claiim 13-14- 16, ]8-1^> 21-22.24-27 ^1-32. 34-^^ and ^''--S.t^^ amenJeJ rem.^In 
mthLapphcalmnibi LUC L\.inijrjr- u\K\\ anJ i.on--idei"inon t L^ni-!-- P ""iJ 2o the oitN 
Hidt;pt.iijL.nt ctjlins 'vse l-ccn vUi'iendod to jecue thai the gotiie ^eAei is conllguieu lo aoNt a 
n.jjuf. i!ti u-v t ill- tss V >' k based game em ironmeni In addition, iheise claints ha\ e been 
ant^adeu to ciaiii> thai ^olch the game server used ro senU instructions ro a scjLarate 
confeancc sor\v,r <uid to eslabiibh a phnttlitv oi*stniu!taneou\ anJ ii depcndcni ^ oice vne? inii?inet 
pioio^>>l ImscO aiiJfv> vOjitoiCTKi.-^ ■'sifhin I'lc i^ei<' u 1 ba-=;^d iaiisu ciniioniucut md tb^n ^aca 
_ <u c 1 iifivip j'it \,it.nminiKaiK)n oes v.e \r> t.^tutuinst. jijon w th onh the game ^cuot id ihe 
.uK'io 5u5\i.i 1.1 . uauion. claims 22 and ha\ v hvvn .ntienJed to clarify that the ^ante set\H.n 
iststi ucts the conference server to set up each media path. 

Support for these attiendments can be found in the specitlcatton and claims as originalij^ 
iiled, for example, tn tlie specification on page 4, Sines f-5, page 6, lines 5-26 and page I !, Httes 
1-4, As these atYiendinents do not introduce my new matter into the present application, their 
enirs' at this time is warranted. Applicants request reconsideration and vvitlidraw of all pending 
rejections based on tite present amendments and the following remarks. 

Claims 13 atid 26 and all claims depending troin tliese ciaims were rejected under 35 
U.S.C, § 1 12, first paragraph, as tailing to comply with the written description requirement. It 
was asserted that the recitation "each game participant communication device is in 
commtuiicatioii Vviih the conference sen-er and the audio mixer but does not direcil}- 
commimicate with the conference server" was not supported in the specification. Applicants nole 
that this language has been removed irom both claim 13 mid claim 26, .Applicants also point to 
page 6, lines 12-14, where it states that the game participants cotnmtmicate with the gatne server 
and the aiidio mixer but do not directly send instructions or queries to the conference sers er. This 
clearly i-upporis the curreni reciiaiion?^ of claims 13 and 26, which slate thai each game 
pariicipani contmunication device is in communication with oniy the game serv er and ihc audit) 
mixer. Regarding the assertion from tlte speciScaiion that the audio mixer may be integritted into 
the conference server (pai-agraph 0020), tbi.s is lajttguage that is not in tiie ciaimed inveniion. 
rherefoi-e, Apphcants assert that this rejection has been overcome and rcspeciiully i cqucst that 
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liie vejection oe reconsideaxl mid withdra\TO, 

CI mi 14 md s ere te i un ier t v C \ l\ lir {pan i ij h i t ?!bn i 
iif h \s!to ri 515b! ni n i jut r ? irt ! V i iti it I n K it t ! } ithi 
^ t )ii UntlHU n i iil i h \ i 1 j h ni ni j I m \ I hi \iin n Un 
j-f i e i i { i un i r I M lOl \ ju th u ! i hi nh i ui j n n 
ti 1 ioi lick uuiu\ it i eit 1 thii ulimi 1-rr \mr t lepati \ ana dn ihi h nnLc i 
dm i tj-ic d^nd\n!ak iheia\\ -^t nature \p|.hcint ntt rtnt ciaimn 14 mi itcU thit 

j n nil! n? i n ■jua-si \u n fu Jam n r h| in ) 

„ I ! nhi m i\ n i \ h« [m Th j t\ n i i it! j, hi. 

m \ 1 Ui misi}! ihei>«neeiiMr nm lU Tne le it u n 1 n ii 1 t t -^^-lami ■>t 

Witmn a i^ame context; plavers. diaracters or avatars can have vanous qiiaiities. tor 
ph^Mcaiiticur pov> r^andv^eipon mioi%oihei intnn in\l ^aldmthc 
m M itheuinic Inihtixalphv jcii\\orfd ihtsi-f blurts ii phs ic Ih imi dk In \ 
„ai h\dx coi-j \im 1 tQj lanc*. fl\ -»i di ^Iv, m ! diht rr n^ih in ddton ih 

1 t ibe ^uutf v^n K m '-pKt un krw «t,r « m tinlM \^ >jH Tbt; Isj: i mn^^ 
t1 ha\i itr luiliti*. h^\t'^lvl^^ bt.tn ustJ m vomputvi b-tstd md \\«.b bi ^ i «anit and m 
k li u u It an v\ -^uld uiidtistsnd iIk c «5ttnnk> 'ini qualities -uid how fy impkmtnt Ukhi m the 
\i XI n } m nt In liiui n ihe lerm telep ^lh^ i\ rea hiv un ier t d md deimttson oii be 
I n I ! 1 i! n i iimn ti t ii tt ii ii m iuiui \ I I i ii mn ih 5 !->r 
tit. I im I in\ n } n t n tn\m n laniuti j. uh^ |: rs burth tju sins {i I { uha 
oniimaii ttion v^iifam i j.ame pe^^iia umtext ai> \b le \dih uiidei^tood fa\ oni, ikiU i m th -ut 
based on tr«s, Apphcants request that these reiections be reconsidered and wKhdrawn, 

Urn t 14 k P 1 ^indM 8 were re]ei.ied undei I S C UPit;)i 

1 u in H r ! ( s i 1 IK. Cit. nCitis i ilet et i! ( { hu t i Hi h 

Jt fn I am ! 14 It U J ^> _ inl 4 S Vieie jejeut i ani i I S L tU t ) 
a bin tb\iou n r <.hri ktl rs in h \\is -^Nserted ibat (.luiNtofftistn dibui^sc'^ aii ot th<. 
It I an >H'ic chimtd ns niion i n1 r if th icutitions ir tlit ti-snntd ins nu n 
Ui u VprtKmt Kquvii tn li nu n -ini vtuhirw ot tht t, rcieU on i >r the i >llo\\jnv 
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reasons. 

Chnstotterson is directed to a tclecontercncmg bndge vmh edgepouU nuxjng that 
poui ^ s(_ ^n)i- niixsii^ uiji-Ttif tM i r j -jt u Ji^otivrt^m. loj hub i.\ ft v.ijJ 
<.Oiiuol iii tonkKJKv \i> aiiulo muvf i-j pu>\(ded ioi t paitn^ipaiit based at ka^t 
iii i OP t| ^ ^txnuoi stievms, the viudio bridge leiumi* a sepiirateh mixed audio sigjial lo e^^h 
f H iix. ipaiu The iiUeria*.e u^e-? a paL,k»2t~>.\\ncbeti Jiawoik :5uch a*; an IP newoi k i he % imi \1 

I ier5 Ke uiduJes a saftvsare progiam nmnmg on a PC such it* aii mieitKine gaming ptogi.^ni 
T\ ^ pnoi, pill s hK Uhuixsnh uk \utuU vinronnKnt, Mk1 diRv.t)on tbu piujcsp m is ti^yu 
^ ^-i he ti-cd in UiP i He aiJio^uUx! fKhj utiv)} tnt ui iirsfut uvinunuipc U % uh tin. 

<.o'i ^r^fKi. bikuuu \sum itKhMiftj ihe \ i-omiol unit uhi^h ^nuMi Iks iii. 
piiametvis or inc contesencc a.nd die audio hndgaig uiut tiiat hkUuIcs i\\<s edgepoiin iiiixcfs lot 
piwdmg the audio >ignaK \ee Figb 2. 4 and 5 ■\hhough the aiidit>-<.onterence hndgmy ''\sk-m 

s Jii5v.usse i as beuK used m ^.oniiUKnoii xsith m inti.tak.tnv ..^mmji ipnhv ilion {^o\ 20 line 
- uoi 2 i » jjie there is nv> disdosuie or di^^viisMon Rgardsng the wniponent-^ of die unei i*,uve 

nvmg -^ssrv^iu oi ho\% dw uidio-conlerence biidgmg i>\stem works m conjunction with the 
miemcnve gatntng apphcawon. 

By contrast, the present inventjon as recited m claims 1 3 mid 26. tiie onlv independent 
vUmis uses a j^amc sci\>,{ sind a ■^cpaiatc contcicnce sen,er ihe game ser\cr ts contlguied to 
host ^ dxiianus. muifi-usei neivxoik iMsed game enMrotimeni and cuniimitu^atea \sjth ihe game 
p it<..i ti ind V iinhsti ^ (hv !Kr<.sork bised gamecDMronnKni in iduUion iIk it k --eiver 
n utk iiDa the une -vutc monies loi each game participant The ganK sk.i\ei idf^nuiit-^ tbv 
gioups Oi piJtivi|Vflts and so}el\ mstruab the tonterence ser\er to esiabh:»h the audio 
conterent.es Tlie t-onierente sener e>t ^bhshi,s ihv. nidio p tth.> Ivuscen the p \i iKip m iid dv 
^uaio m'\v.rs as u-)staictod mJ contiolled bv tlu ..iUIl s^ivc! [ b-. p atKioiut iK p tuit, p ai 

i nil i<„ i kUi 1 siL fv Oi ! i <_i ) IS i t 1 n^i nd ih in h i iTiiX;„r 

i be p uU n iits -sse not ill v.ommuni<.atton uh md do not bena aiesaage:> os mstiutuo is diiv_>.iis 
to *he coiiieience senei Theietoie the ptUticipants do not configure and ebUbhsh the audio 
comtiuma u ton session'* Iheretore audto conmuimcations arc seamiebsij prtnidedtothe 
panic ipanta b\ ine game senei i e the game itbeii as* pui ef the overall gammg expericn^.e'? \o 
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additional participant input is required other than playing t!ie game. 

Fhefe is no dLsciosure in Christolferson of a game server and a separate contercBce 
'^er \ ci . in rho preseni ins eniiun, :hr v ^ ■minur. .i\ o\: dc\ -cLuc J %*> iih the punicipanls only 

connnuijicae to die game server and icceixc audio tVom ihc audio mixer and do not .^eiui 
in-truuiinns direi.d> to the conference if?erver- As is illuistiated in Figs, 2, 4 and 5 of 
Christoi&rson, participants or participant stations commiaiicate directiy with the conference 
servers, i.e., the audio-conference bridging system and the systeni control, taiit. In the claimed 
■iif\v.nt!i'>n ti L von vKiii.v vrvvr Ml KtuidiHi^c Hul iIk jiiiiK ^er%vr in lUi tu>n vKU n m ^ 

m \ a in V uJio ana tl c gun^v paiticipant c<mmninic uum dc ^ ] hvN^ iIk 
audio p uhs h a ate u^ca io! ihe audio tonniiunicauon<s amon^ paiiKipani^ Theivii iv i \c 
v 1 'smca m^cnuoti is dircvtcd to a system that uses a game ser\cr tiiat is scpaiate nom tiic 
confereixe 5er%ei lo contiol the audu> conteicnces ha^ed upon tlic game ^tatc prorik> ot ihe 
ga^po p at vin tt■ll^ Chi NUMkison doc\ not disclose a giiiiii' Neivei Mosv.Lnv.i i.i { Ln-^loiie ^.on 
UK ijuaui i.x5nK>ri.!Ks.N arc snunied b\ die conicrcnce setter m ^.onuuk ntni \\nh k ^is and 
v^Ujons >.ommun ^. ited duetnh nom tlie paructpantv In the pieNenuja^itdon ib i ii,<. puitsdo 
not >vcnd m=*u\icnons to tlie conference ^en er and are onlj m communiL-auon w iih the gimc 
.server and the audio mixer. 1 he ^ame server solel v mUjates and controls the audio conierences as 
an integrated part ot the gammg expenence. Iherefore. Chnstotferson tmls to dj.sclose or render 
ob\ JOUN ail of the i conations of tiie cbnned m\ entjon as cutRnth iccited m claun 1 3 and 2(5 

Ihedependeni v. Kin-. ssKliiJ-. aodnsoacJ Uk-uation- tbu tuithci Jvinit: ihv pie^cut 
it \cnuon oxci C hii\tolleiNon Foi example claims 14 and 27 reciie that the game ipeeiik 
comext mciudes a common communication mednun, membership m a gioup, teiepaihic 
connections and shared language C hiistoftersson dues not diM-is-^ tiie^^. u p^s o <j ane specitjc 
^.t^iSext til Jt ai-e UN^d K a game server to identifS and establish ^.roup ot partKtp inL^ hw 
5 JO HI i piurdiis oUon<.urrvni audio conleiences The u 'luu^nKterKi.- m Lhi'MotKi 
ne i-ie 'cd bs. the paitK ipant> ba^t'd on request^ or a*,iions ol tiic pariKipant- to (osn a lu 
vontorence i hereiore ihe parncipani^ deteimme md create the audio conference groups dueuK 

L t 1 ^ sii 1 1^^ I'^K.iie thai ai lea^i one pariieipani is contamcd uj u ^loup^ 
Mmiih ifKouNi uiJ p iiUt ipaie-^ ui ivto audio conteience«: I or cxainpic t s vH n a !k ip mi m. 
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be in one audio conference with everyone in a given room, a second audio conference wMi only 
ihose room occupants that speak the given pailicipanf s language and a third audio confei-ence 
that iiicJudes only the given pailidpafu's telep::itr!ic partner. Ciiri^torrer:>on discloses ihe abiiiiy of 
participants to movs imo diiieret^i audio coniereiices, Uir exanipie, by nKH ing an avatrjr to a 
"Mawjii'' button.. However, C-^hristoffersoii does Boi disclose ihe simultaneous participation in 
multiple audio conferences as dellned by the game context associated with the participants. Fig. 8 
svas cited as disclosing this recitation. However, Fig, S and the accompanying text do not 
discU}?e the fimuUaneous participation oi'one panicipani in hvo or more audio conferences. 
Hyperlinks are shovvo tV>r acce.ssing other vinital chat rooms, but liiere is tio discussion iiuu a 
given char room coniiiiiis nntliipk simultaneous chats. 

Claims 22 and 35 recite that the game server acts as a back-to-back user agent atid 
tnaintains audio conferences on behalf of the game participants, instructing the game sender to set 
up each media path. There is no such disclosure in ChristotTersQn. As was stated above, 
Christofterson fails to disclose a game server. Therefore, there is no disclosure regarding the 
component and function of such a game sender including a game server that functions as a user 
agent for the participants in a game. Again, this funetionahty facilitates the provision of 
traitsparent and automatic audio communication for participants in a gante environment, wMcii is 
structure that Christofferson clearly does not teach or disclose. ChristofTerson fails to discJose or 
teach all of the recitations of the present invention as currently claimed, attd Applicants 
respectfully request tliat tlte present rejection be leconsidered and withdrawn. 
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Applicamts assert that a!I claims ms now in condidon for allowance, early notf tlcation of 
wliich is respeciiiilly requesied. As the present aiiieiidjuents do not introduce any new claims 
above the original number of filed claims, no additional fees are beiieved due for the submission 
of this ari^endment, 

Respectfuily submitted 

Date My 27, 2010 




SOTgdWiJI^giWcRegNo. ^^7) 
Attorney for Applicant 

P.O. Box mm 

Baltimore, MD 21 284 
41G-S32-8S01 
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